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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 

 
 

FORM 3                              EUROPEAN STUDIES                       TIME: 1h 30min  
  

 

 

Name: _____________________________________                                Class: _______________ 

 

 

This examination paper consists of TWO parts, Part I and Part II. Candidates are to attempt 

BOTH parts and to read carefully the instructions within each part. 

 

 

PART I                                                                                                                     (Total: 51 marks) 

 

Choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer ALL the questions in the chosen 

sections. 
 

Section 1 − Power and People 

 

 

1. The idea of democratic government is one of the most significant contributions of the ancient 

Greeks.  A form of direct democracy was practiced in the ancient city-state of Athens for 

about a 100 years.  

 

 

(1.1) What do you understand by the term ‘direct democracy’?   

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

 

(1.2) Why is a ‘referendum’ considered to be an example of direct democracy? Mention an 

example of a referendum which was held in Malta in recent years. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ (3) 
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(1.3) Democratic societies are, nowadays, based on a system of representative government.  What 

do you understand by ‘representative democracy’? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

 

(1.4) The right to vote is a fundamental principle of a democratic society.  Democratic societies 

have a one person one vote principle.  What does this mean? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

 

(1.5) Another important principle of a democratic society is pluralism.  What do you understand by 

the term ‘pluralism’? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

 

 

(1.6) List TWO ways in which pluralism is practiced in a democratic society. 

 

i. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ii. ___________________________________________________________________  (2) 

 

 

 

2. Decentralisation is the process of spreading power from the central government to local 

governments.  One example of decentralisation within the Maltese Islands takes place when 

authority and responsibility are redistributed to local councils.   

 

 

(2.1) Mention TWO advantages of decentralisation. 

 

i. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ii. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________ (4) 
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Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

 

1. Fill in the following blanks to complete ALL the sentences. 

 

 

 A nation’s economy can be divided into different sectors which are independent on one 

another and which reflect the economic development of that society.  The primary sector 

involves the extraction of ________________________________ from the Earth.  Activities 

associated with the primary sector include ____________________,____________________, 

____________________.  The secondary sector of the economy is responsible for the 

____________________ of the finished good.  Activities in this sector include 

____________________, ____________________and ____________________.  The 

_________________ sector of the economy is the service industry.  This sector provides 

services to the general population and to businesses.  _________________________, 

_________________________, and ____________________ are examples of jobs in the 

service industry.  ____________________ industries also offer services but these are 

knowledge-based and include information generation and sharing, IT, consultation, research 

and development and financial planning.  In the economically less developed countries, most 

people find jobs in the ____________________ and ____________________ sectors while in 

rich countries, the higher proportion of people are employed in the ____________________ 

and the ____________________ sectors of the economy.   

                                                                                                                                                 (17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



European Studies – Form 3 Secondary – 2016                                                                                                    Page 4 of 8 

Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities 

 

1. People have been on the move since the beginning of human life.  People move over varying 

distances, for different periods of time and for different reasons. 

 

(1.1) Account for FOUR reasons why people move from one country to another. 

 

i. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ii. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

iii.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

iv.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

   (4) 

 

(1.2)  High levels of income make the EU an attractive destination for migrants.  Many migrants 

have moved to Europe in search of a better life.  Discuss with reference to migration to 

Britain. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ (9) 

 

 

(1.3) People do not live evenly spread throughout the world.  Population distribution describes the 

way in which people are spread out across the earth’s surface.  How is the population density 

of a country calculated and what is the term used for areas which have very few people living 

in them?   

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ (4) 
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Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment 

 

 

1. Fill in the following blanks to complete ALL the sentences. 

 

 Europe is one of the world’s seven continents.  It stretches all the way from the 

__________________________________ in the north to the Mediterranean Sea in the  

_______________________________, and from the _______________________________ 

in the west to the Ural Mountains in Russia in the east.  It has many rivers, lakes and 

mountain ranges.  The highest mountain in western Europe is Mont Blanc, in the 

__________________________________, on the border between 

__________________________________ and __________________________________.  

Meanwhile, the largest freshwater lake in western Europe is 

__________________________________, which lies between France and Switzerland.  The 

river __________________________________ is one of the longest rivers in France.  Two 

European countries which border this river are __________________________________ and  

 _________________________________. The river eventually flows into the 

__________________________________ forming a large delta of lakes, marshes and river 

channels.  A delta is the place where the ___________________________ flows into the sea 

or ___________________________ .                                                                                    (13) 

 

(1.1) The Blue plan is a joint co-operation between 21 Mediterranean countries to counterbalance 

the effects of pollution and other dangers to the Mediterranean. What are the main aims of the 

Blue Plan? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________  (4) 
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Section 5 − Cultural Heritage 
 

1.  Describe the main characteristics which represent the Maltese way of life and distinguishes 

us from other societies. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ (7) 

 

 

2. In the medieval ages, the Catholic Church was dominated by abuses and corruption.           

The Reformation brought an end to such abuse.  Discuss. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________(10) 
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PART II                                                                                                                   (Total: 34 marks) 

  

Answer any TWO questions in essay form.  

 

Section 1 − Power and People 

 

There are three main institutions which are involved in EU legislation, namely the European 

Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers.  Discuss with reference to the 

roles carried out by these insitutions. 

 

(17 marks) 

 

 

Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

i. Heathrow Airport is a major international airport which is located in London.  As a result of 

its activity, Heathrow Airport is considered to be a commercial airport.  Discuss. 

(10 marks) 

 

ii. Briefly discuss the advantages of air transport over the other means of transport. 

 

 (7 marks) 

 

 

 

Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities 

 

Tourism is an important sector of our country’s economy and the economies of several 

Mediterranean countries.  Although tourism brings about several advantages, such as the creation of 

jobs, like any other economic activity it also has its negative impacts on communities.  Discuss. 

    (17 marks) 

 

 

Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment 

 

The Camargue is famous among tourists, scientific researchers and environmentalists alike for its 

wildlife and its geographical uniqueness.  Discuss. 

 

 (17 marks) 

 

 

Section 5 − Cultural Heritage 

 

‘Apart from being Maltese, I am European’.  Discuss the rights granted to us as European citizens. 

 

   (17 marks) 
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